2011 – 2012 SPECIAL DATES TO REMEMBER

	2011

	August 30/31
	Meet the Catechist/Parent Orientation

	September 18
	Catechetical Sunday (Commissioning of Catechists at Each Mass)

	October 18/19
	First Reconciliation Parent/Child Retreat

	November 24
	Thanksgiving Day

	November 27
	First Sunday of Advent

	December 6/7
	First Reconciliation - Parent/Child Retreat

	December 15
	First Reconciliation 6:30 PM – Parish Penance Service 7:00 PM (Tentative)

	December 24
	Children’s Live Nativity 4:00 PM Mass

	2012

	February 11
	Jesus Day Retreat – First Communion Children and Parents 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM

	April 8
	Easter Sunday (Easter Egg Hunt Beginning at 10:30 AM)

	April 10/11
	First Communion Parent/Child Meeting

	April 24/25
	Last Day of Classes

	April 26
	Pictures/Rehearsal/Reception for First Communicants 4:45 PM – 8:00 PM

	April 28
	First Communion 4:00 PM Mass


PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES:
"Parents are the first and foremost catechists of their children.” (National Catechetical Directory #212)  This is a duty that parents must take seriously.  Formal Religious Education classes are provided by the parish to help parents in their duty and to supplement the children's basic faith formation, which occurs within the home environment.  We ask our parents to assist us in these areas:

· Help your child to attend class regularly and to be on time.

· Help your child remember to take her/his folder to class each week.

· Read all material and notices sent home with your child. Look in his/her folder each week.

· Keep in contact with your child's catechist by telephone or by stopping by the classroom for an occasional visit.

· Support the catechist by reinforcing positive classroom behavior and by helping with any discipline problems that may arise.

· Teach your child our traditional Catholic prayers and practices.

· Attend parent meetings and sacramental preparation sessions.

· Notify your child's catechist of any special needs your child has regarding learning, behavior, emotional stress, etc.

· Attend Mass regularly as a family.
